is the need for a revival of studying literature as such -literature as text, independent from its non-literary context of any kind; literature as a universal phenomenon that is above the multitude of fragmentations and specializations which constitute literary criticism as we know it today. This book is, finally, a call for establishing the study of literature for the art of words per se -the study that, as the present conditions dictate, still does not exist.
While such a call might seem utopian, it is nevertheless more needed today than ever. The long-standing process of turning literature into a province -just one of its possible provinces, accidentally the West -has turned against itself: it has become provincial metaphorically as well as literally, limited, narrow-minded, and self-centred. Releasing literature from the shackles of provincialism should be a constant struggle and, with this in view, this book marks the winning of a significant battle.
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